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A GLIMPSE AT OUR NAVY. 

Continued from, McNally's " Evils and Abuses in the Naval and Mer- 
chant Service." 

Severity of Punishments — " I was on board the Lexington, on 
the coast of Brazil, from 1831 to 1824, anil during the first part of 
her cruise, several severe and unjust punishments took place. The 
captain was a kind man, but often very passionate, and when so, very 
unjust. He allowed no punishment on board but what he inflicted 
himself; but he sometimes went far beyond the law in punishing 
petty offences. When we were at the Falkland Islands, the men 
were put on allowance, in consequence of the provisions on board 
being likely to run short. Having gone from a warm climate to a 
cold one, their appetites increased and made the allowance too little, 
and this created a ferment among the crew. One day they had 
been called aft, and a vehement lecture read them by the captain ; 
they were sent forward, and one man made some remark, which 

was overheard by Lieutenant J. S gs, who immediately reported 

it to the captain. All hands were instantly called to witness punish- 
ment. The marines were turned out with fixed bayonets, and the 
captain brought a pair of ship's pistols from the cabin, loaded with 
ball cartridges, which he laid upon the capstan ; the man was then 
ordered to strip, which he did without a murmur, as he knew that 
to attempt to appease the captain would be like trying to stop the 
sea from raging. He was seized up, and received twenty-four lashes 
without a stop. The weather was extremely cold, being in so high 
a latitude, but the man bore his punishment in silence ; his lips 
writhed, but no complaint escaped him. He was taken down, and 
warned not to grumble about provisions again, under penalty of 
receiving twice the number of lashes. He spoke not, but those who 
looked upon his calmness, knew that it was the calmness of resolu- 
tion. Had Captain D. lived until that man returned to the United 
States, it would have been bad for both of them. This punishment 
was inflicted directly contrary to law, for it declares that a captain 
shall only punish a private, and this man was a petty officer; he 
shall not punish beyond twelve lashes ; and yet he inflicted twenty- 
four. 

"About the same time a more severe punishment took place. Wm. 
Mclntire, a tailor, who was employed by the captain in his cabin, 
had persuaded one of the cabin boys to give him some of the 
captain's brandy, which the steward missed, and reported. The 
man was not drunk, but he had drank the brandy, and for so doing 
was brought to the gangway and punished with three dozen lashes 
upon the bare back. It was his first and last flogging ; he did not 
long survive it ; it sank deep into his heart, and he never more held 
up his head. He sleeps the sleep of death, on the bleak, barren 
Falkland Islands, far from his home and friends. I dare the medical 
men that were on board that ship to say that he did not die in con- 
sequence of the flogging he received, and the victim of cruelty and 
oppression. 

"In Rio de Janeiro, some time afterwards, a number of men had 
been confined in irons, and were brought to the gangway to be 
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punished; one of them, Collin Lamont, said, loud enough to be 
heard by the captain, when he was ordered to take off his shirt, ' if 
you go on in this way, you will soon make a ship of her.' The 
captain's passion so overcame him that he did not wait to draw his 
sword, but beat the man ahout the head and face with it in the 
scabbard, for some time ; and when his strength failed, he ordered 
him to be seized to the gratings, and inflicted thirty-eight lashes 
upon his bare back, and would have gone further, but the surgeon 
interfered, and declared the man to be unable to bear any more at 
that time. He was taken from the gratings, more dead than alive, 
and put into double irons, in order to prepare him for a second 
part of the punishment intended for him; but the passion which 
overruled the captain when he first punished him, gave way to 
reason, and he ordered him to be released. 

The Navy a Nursery of Intemperance. — " Great efforts have 
lately been made to suppress the evils of intemperance ; and that 
vice, as it exists in the public service, must certainly be entitled to 
some degree of public notice. The present ration directly favors 
intemperance, and counteracts every effort made by philanthropic 
individuals to better the condition of seamen, by raising them to 
that standing in a moral point of view, to which their services so 
much entitle them, in a political sense. As long as the ration 
remains as it now is, an appetite will be created for strong drink, 
and that appetite will increase, just as long as the means of admin- 
istering to it can be procured ; and just so long as that is the case, 
every means and plan of reformation will be rendered abortive. 
Take that away, and the minds of seamen will be fitted to receive 
that instruction, which they stand so much in need of. A seaman 
who bus for the period of three years drunk half a pint of ardent 
spirits every day, has acquired a habit that will, in seven case.s out 
of ten, only end with life, and that life will be shortened in proportion 
to the quantity of spirits consumed. 

" Just so long as spirits are allowed, all attempts to improve the 
man-of-war's-man will be time and labor lost. Private individuals 
and societies may build up, but the law will pull down, destroy and 
trample the very foundation of the goodly fabric to the dust. The 
law allows the seaman half a pint of spirits a day, and directs him 
to be flogged if he gets drunk. This is a manifest contradiction ; 
give a man spirits, and punish him for drinking it. 

"There is another very important reason why spirits should be 
discontinued, in addition to those already enumerated, which ought 
to be duly considered. When a seaman is on the sick report, on 
board of a vessel of war, his grog is stopped by order of the surgeon, 
as drinking it would prevent the system from concurring with the 
use of medicine. This induces many to allow a certain disease, 
which is common to seamen, to prey on them until it becomes so 
wrought into the system, that it very often can never be thoroughly 
eradicated, or at least not without subjecting the sufferer to a course 
of medicine, and the use of mercury, which destroys his constitution 
for ever. When this disease is first discovered by an individual, it 
might easily be cured by a proper use of medicine ; but he will not 
report himself, nor state his situation to the surgeon, for by so doing 
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his grog would be stopped. It also often happens that men, when 
they are on the sick list, represent themselves in a much better 
state than they actually are, in order to get off the sick list, so that 
they can draw their grog again. They may go off the sick list, drink 
their grog, and drive round the decks for a time, and at length are 
compelled to go on the surgeon's hands again, in a great deal worse 
state than in the first place. When asked why they do not go on 
the sick report, they reply, 'do you think I want to lose my grog?' 
This is the reason why there are so many aggravated cases of this 
disease on board of our vessels of war. The surgeon is not aware 
of its existence until it has gone so far as to defy his skill, and the 
power of medicine, except such as, if used, will ruin the constitution. 
I have known many instances of this nature, and every surgeon in 
the navy will confirm the same. 

The Navy a Hotbed of Licentiousness. — "When I was on 
board of the ship of the line Delaware, the first cruise in the Medi- 
terranean, while in Port Mahon, these women were allowed to come 
on board twice each week, and I have seen five hundred of those 
lost, degraded creatures, on hoard at a time; and if there is a demor- 
alizing spectacle to he looked upon, that was one. All the decks 
full of them — between the guns and in every direction were these 
women to he seen with the seamen; and such things I believe are 
still allowed in that port, and others on that station. 

"Many men have contracted the seeds of a disease that rendered 
them loathsome to themselves and others while living, anil consigned 
them to an early grave, under the express sanction of the present 
customs of the navy. How chaplains can acquit themselves for not 
exposing such lewdness and debauchery, is left for the reverend 
gentlemen to say. They cannot plead ignorance ; for such things 
take place two or three times a week, on board of most of our 
vessels of war, when in Port Mahon, Messina, Palermo, and Syracuse. 

"When we cannot employ our ships of war in a more proper 
manner than the Delaware was, during her first cruise, we had better 
let them rot at our navy yards, than be used to draw money from 
the public, to be squandered amongst pimps and prostitutes, in Port 
Mahon, and thereby corrupting both men and officers. What 
experience could midshipmen get, on board of that ship, to qualify 
them to perform the duties of lieutenants? The consequence of 
her lying so long in port, was, that nearly every officer got deeply in 
debt, and had to get remittances from home, — and those who could 
not, had to join other vessels and live upon their rations, until their 
debts were paid ; and several were tried by a court martial, for 
fraud, when Commodore Biddle took command of the squadron. 
Nothing else could have been expected, where young men were 
allowed to go on shore every third day, in a port where beauty only 
makes a victim more conspicuous, sets a higher price upon prostitu- 
tion, and where virtue is pandered for money, to the highest bidder. 
I have said virtue. There is not such a word in their whole vocab- 
ulary: the seeds of it are seldom if ever sown; and if so, it is 
crushed in the bud, or before it can ripen into maturity. This being 
the case, it could not be expected that young officers would escape 
contamination, either of body or mind." 



